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While Chanuka is often referred to as the holiday of lights, we turn off our fantastic
LED fixtures in the darkest season of the year to kindle small candles and
appreciate and share each one’s 360 degree impact.

The Chanuka tale begins with an eye on a small family of Matityahu from a small
town who witness the deterioration of Jewish life. Against all odds, this individual
family rises up and takes on the robust Assyrian Greek army and manages to
defeat it and its overbearing culture...But that’s not all! When the priests return to
the ransacked Temple in Jerusalem, they courageously light the Temple’s
menorah with the residual bit of purified oil that was found. Both of these central
elements of the Chanuka narrative highlight the capacity of the few in the face of
the many.
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Our sages sanctify these events by establishing a holiday for future generations.
The established ritual of lighting the chanukia on the eight-day-long festival asks
that we light one small light on each night adding a new small glow to the previous
night’s flame. The focus upon these individual lights finds shape in the legal
stipulations of the Chanukia; providing ample space between flames to appreciate
each individual gesture, to arrange them in a straight line rather than a circle so
their individuality is not lost and appear as a n™ -- a singular torch. Each
individual expression of light is to be granted space, oxygen and perspective to
shine distinctly.

The ritual of lighting not only requires us to open ourselves up and kindle

these lights, but also to communicate. We take the light and place it

at our doorposts and windows and share it with the world. In fact, ideally

the lights are to burn wn pwn 1 9377 7250w wwlonnnn vpwn, from sunset until the last
of the people leave the market. These details of placement, help us develop a
sensitivity to share ourselves and our light beyond our walls and as long as
someone is out there walking around in the darkness, we are asked to

share our light.

The randomness of the heightened reign of terror over the last months in Israel,
has left us to mourn and appreciate the individual lights that each victim shone into
the world. His/her role in her family, workplace, community. Each with individual
passions, skills, interests. Each with a unique light to share. Extinguished. As a
nation we respond by chasing this darkness and magnifying the individuality and
infinite worth of each human being and sharing their unique lights with the world.

On Chanuka we open up our hearts and minds with a very personal and individual
appreciation of each light on the chanukia. The darkening sky that surrounds us is
lit by a cluster of small unique acts, each one given space and opportunity to
express itself and shine with all of its unique potential. It is this appreciation

of our individual small lights that our 8 day holiday of light transforms into a 2000
year old celebration.
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